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About the Survey

Sample 970 Massachusetts registered voters

Dates January 14-24, 2022

Mode Online

Weights
Slight weights were applied to ensure the sample accurately reflects the demographic profile of 

the Massachusetts electorate

Note Some data may not add up to 100% due to rounding
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Fewer than half of voters see Massachusetts heading in the right direction

Do you feel things in Massachusetts are generally heading in the right direction or have things gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

Note: Remainder Don’t know
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Two-thirds think the system works differently for different people

Do you think the criminal justice system in Massachusetts works the same for everyone, or does it work differently for different people?

Same for everyone

Differently for 

different people

22%

67%
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Priorities for dealing with incarcerated people in Massachusetts

Below are some potential goals and priorities of the jails, prisons, and houses of correction in Massachusetts.  

Please rate how much of a priority you think each one should be in dealing with incarcerated people in Massachusetts.

65%

57%

54%

47%

A top priority

Providing services for mental health, drug 

treatment and emotional support

Providing skills training, education, and 

vocational training

Providing re-entry services so upon 

release from incarceration people can find 

housing, employment, and health care

Punishing those convicted of crimes 
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Only a quarter of voters think sheriffs have a great deal of power

For each of these individuals, please indicate if you think they have a great deal of power, 

some power, not much power, or no real power in influencing how criminal justice is dispensed in Massachusetts. 

66%

49%

43%

41%

33%

23%

23%

18%

Great deal of power

Judges

The Governor

District Attorneys

The Legislature

Police Chiefs

Mayors

Sheriffs

Voters
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Few voters outside of Bristol County can correctly name their sheriffs

Who is the sheriff in your county? If you are not sure, please indicate that.

Correct answers by county

Bristol (n=100) 52%

Franklin (n=18) 33%

Hampden (n=86) 30%

Plymouth (n=62) 19%

Barnstable (n=33) 18%

Worcester (n=118) 13%

Hampshire (n=24) 13%

Essex (n=96) 10%

Berkshire (n=30) 10%

Middlesex (n=196) 8%

Norfolk (n=85) 7%

Suffolk (n=119) 6%

Correct answer

Incorrect / Not sure

17%

83%

Who is the sheriff in your county?
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Many voters do not know sheriffs are elected officials

As far as you know, are sheriffs elected where you live?

Yes, elected

No, not elected

Not sure

59%

9%

32%

Are sheriffs elected?

41% does not know



9

Only 10% of voters know how long a sheriff’s term is

As far as you know, how many years is a sheriff’s elected term in Massachusetts?

Length of term

1 1%

2 8

3 3

4 26

5 2

6 10

7 *

8 1

9 *

10 *

Life term 1

Not sure 47
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Fewer than half of voters say they are “very likely” to vote in next sheriff election

In fact, sheriffs are elected in Massachusetts. How likely are you to vote in the next election for sheriff?

Very likely

Somewhat likely

Somewhat unlikely

Very unlikely

Note: Remainder Not sure

45%

31%

9%

6%
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Sheriffs’ overseeing of jails and influence over rehab programs are most important

Here are some facts about the roles and duties of sheriffs in Massachusetts. 

For each, please indicate how important of a reason it is to vote in the next election for sheriff. 

91%

85%

76%

75%

72%

71%

69%

66%

64%

Total important
Sheriffs are responsible for overseeing county jails 

and houses of correction…

Sheriffs decide what rehabilitation and education 

programs are offered in county jails

Sheriffs in Massachusetts serve a 6-year term

Sheriffs can choose to assist or not assist in federal 

immigration enforcement

In 2016, of the 14 sheriffs in MA, not a single 

incumbent lost his seat & just 4 had challengers

Sheriffs have access to military-grade equipment

Sheriffs are responsible for transporting prisoners

Sheriffs can help or stand in the way of inmates’ 

access to voting

Sheriffs’ salaries in Massachusetts are nearly 

$170,000 a year, almost as much as the Governor’s
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Voters are much more likely to vote for sheriff after learning about them

How likely are you to vote in the next election for sheriff?

Note: Remainder Not sure

45%

71%

Initial likelihood After information

Initial likelihood After information

Very likely to vote
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55%

54%

52%

56%

29%

28%

28%

21%

84%

82%

79%

78%

Extremely Very Total highly important

Experience in law enforcement

Supportive of offering drug and alcohol 

rehabilitation services to incarcerated people

Supportive of programming aimed at 

vocational and professional skill building and 

transitional employment

A commitment to racial justice

Below are some qualities and skills of candidates for sheriff.  Please indicate if you think each is important or not important for a candidate for sheriff to possess. 

Top attributes for candidates for sheriff
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Profile of the Sample

Category Group

% of 

Sample

Gender
Female 53

Male 46

Age

18 – 29 14

30 – 44 19

45 – 54 22

55 – 64 22

65+ 23

Ethnicity

White 81

Latino or Hispanic 9

Black 8

Asian 5

Education

High school or less 17

Some college 23

Four-year degree 31

Graduate degree 30

Category Group

% of 

Sample

PID

Democrat 39

Independent 42

Republican 15

HHI

Below $60k 38

$60k - $100k 28

Above $100k 30

Region

Middlesex 26

South (Bristol, Plymouth, 

Barnstable, Dukes, Nantucket)
19

West (Hampden, Hampshire, 

Berkshire, Franklin)
13

Essex 11

Norfolk 11

Suffolk 11

Worcester 9
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT

Chris Anderson

6 Beacon Street, Suite 510

Boston, MA 02108

617.742.3766

Chris@BeaconResearch.com

mailto:chris@beaconresearch.com

