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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 

 
Suffolk, ss.                      No. SJ-2021-0129 
 

CHRIS GRAHAM, JORGE LOPEZ, MEREDITH RYAN, KELLY AUER, 
COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC COUNSEL SERVICES, and HAMPDEN COUNTY 

LAWYERS FOR JUSTICE,  
Petitioners, 

 
v. 
 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR HAMPDEN COUNTY,  
Respondent. 

 
 

PETITIONERS’ SUPPLEMENTAL STATUS REPORT 
 

 
 Petitioners respectfully supplement to their Status Report dated September 16, 2021, with 

the attached Exhibit A, a decision of the Superior Court denying summary judgment to Chief 

Deputy Steven Kent, among others, in the matter Vigneault v. Springfield, et al. (Hampden Superior 

Court Docket No. 1779-00060) dated September 13, 2021. That case, in summary, involves 

allegations that the Springfield Police Department (the “SPD”) unlawfully retaliated against and 

intimidated Steven Vigneault, a narcotics unit officer who cooperated with the Department of 

Justice. Petitioners did not learn of this decision until after they filed their status report. 

Among other things, the decision states: 

 SPD official Steven Kent—the same person upon whom the HCDAO is exclusively 
relying to locate and produce records of misconduct by the SPD’s narcotics unit—
himself refused to answer deposition questions concerning the narcotics unit based 
on his own Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination. See Ex. A at 10, 16, 22.  
The court noted that he asserted the right “extremely broadly” and apparently 
refused to answer “virtually all questions” about the narcotics unit because the 
answers might tend to show he committed crimes. See id. at 10, 22.  
 

 Kent was one of six SPD officers who apparently asserted their Fifth Amendment 
right to avoid answering virtually all questions about the narcotics unit in depositions 
in that case. See id. at 10, 22. The court ruled that, as a result of their invocation of 
the privilege, a finder of fact may draw adverse inferences against these officers 
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(including Kent), specifically that “those invoking the privilege participated in a 
scheme” to coerce and intimidate Vigneault into resigning as means of covering up 
misconduct within the narcotics unit. See id. at 12-13.  

 
 Kent has apparently had a significant amount of contact with the HCDAO about 

misconduct in the SPD’s narcotics unit. In 2016, Kent wrote an email stating that he 
had personally communicated with Hampden County District Attorney Anthony 
Gulluni about the investigation of SPD officer Gregg Bigda and was told “on the 
‘QT’ that the investigation of [Bigda] was ‘most likely going nowhere.’”1 Id. at 5.   

 
 Vigneault has evidently made sworn statements, both in a verified complaint and in 

deposition, that there was “heavy on-duty drinking” in the narcotics unit and that 
specific narcotics unit officers—including Kent—drank alcohol on duty. See id. at 2, 
30. Vigneault has also apparently made statements to the effect that narcotics unit 
officers filed false reports, unlawfully beat suspects, used seized drug money to 
purchase liquor, and engaged in witness intimidation. See id. at 9-10, 12, 25, 26. 

 
The HCDAO’s status report fails to explain how the documents reflecting allegations of 

misconduct against Deputy Chief Kent will be disclosed to criminal defendants. Nor does it discuss 

how the allegations and evidence of misconduct against Deputy Chief Kent further disqualify him, 

as well as any other SPD officer, from determining which documents about SPD misconduct will be 

disclosed to criminal defendants, or withheld.  

 

                                                           
1 Bigda was ultimately not charged by the HCDAO, and he was later indicted for the same incident 
by the U.S. Department of Justice. See United States v. Bigda, No. 18-30051-MGM (D. Mass.). 
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Dated: September 20, 2021 
 
 
Martin M. Fantozzi (BBO #554651) 
Matthew P. Horvitz (BBO #664136) 
Abigail Fletes (BBO #707177) 
GOULSTON & STORRS PC 
400 Atlantic Avenue  
Boston, MA 02110 
(617) 482-1776 
mhorvitz@goulstonstorrs.com 
 
Somil Trivedi* 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
   FOUNDATION, INC.  
915 15th St., NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 715-0802 
strivedi@aclu.org 
 
Ezekiel Edwards* 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
   FOUNDATION, INC. 
125 Broad Street, 18th Fl.  
New York, NY 10004-2400 
(212) 549-2610 
eedwards@aclu.org 
 
* pro hac vice 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Matthew P. Segal 
Matthew R. Segal (BBO #654489) 
Jessica J. Lewis (BBO #704229) 
Daniel L. McFadden (BBO #676612) 
William C. Newman (BBO #370760) 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
   FOUNDATION OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC.  
211 Congress Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
(617) 482-3170 
msegal@aclum.org  
 
Rebecca Jacobstein (BBO #651048)  
COMMITTEE FOR PUBLIC COUNSEL SERVICES 
75 Federal Street, 6th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110 
(617) 910-5726 
rjacobstein@publiccounsel.net 
 
Counsel for the Committee for Public Counsel Services 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 
I hereby certify that, on September 20, 2021, I served a copy of the foregoing Petitioners’ 

Supplemental Status Report, with exhibit, through email on the following counsel of record for the 
Respondent: 

Thomas Hoopes, Esq. 
Libbey Hoopes Brooks, P.C.  
399 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02116 
thoopes@lhblaw.com 
 
Elizabeth N. Mulvey, Esq. 
Crowe & Mulvey, LLP 
77 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
emulvey@croweandmulvey.com 

 
 

/s/ Matthew P. Horvitz   
Matthew P. Horvitz (BBO #664136) 
Attorney for the Petitioners  
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