








Massachusetts State House | Boston
Tanekwah Hinds, racial justice community 
advocate at the ACLU of Massachusetts, stands 
before a portrait of Governor Francis Bernard, 
who ordered the first census in Massachusetts.



THEN

Voting rights are at the very core 
of a free society, and thus a key 
component of the ACLU’s mission.  
If we are to dismantle the 
machinery of repression, we must 
have the ability to control the shape 
and direction of our future.

The ACLU has long worked to 
guarantee free and easy access to 
the ballot box. In 1964, the ACLU 
won a landmark case before the 
U.S. Supreme Court, establishing 
the principle of “one person, one 
vote.” That same year, after decades 
of ACLU advocacy, a constitutional 
amendment abolished the “poll tax,” 
which had been designed to prevent 
Black Americans from voting. 
The ACLU was also the primary 
enforcer of the Voting Rights Act—a 
cornerstone of the civil rights 
movement.

Our cause is clear: Every person 
must have full access to the ballot. 
From felony disenfranchisement 
to gerrymandering, the ACLU will 
continue to fight voter suppression 
in all its forms.

NOW

The Trump era has seen some of the most brazen attacks on  
voting rights since the Jim Crow era. In Florida, lawmakers passed  
state-level restrictions to disenfranchise hundreds of thousands of 
formerly incarcerated people, in violation of a successful 2018  
ballot measure.

The ACLU sued and, in October 2019, a federal judge blocked the 
new law from taking effect. The ACLU will not stand by while lawless 
actors use voter suppression initiatives to dismantle our democracy in 
plain sight.

The Trump administration 
launched its own poorly 
concealed attempt at voter 
suppression in 2019, when it 
proposed adding a question on 
citizenship to the upcoming 
census. This measure would 
have paved the way for 
undemocratic redistricting, 
diluting the voting power of 
communities of color.

The ACLU fought back and 
secured a major victory in the Supreme Court. In his ruling, Chief 
Justice Roberts found that Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross lied 
about his reason for including a citizenship question. Now, Americans 
will get the census they deserve in 2020. 

In Massachusetts, the ACLU continues pushing for expanded 
voting rights by supporting a bill that would institute Election Day 
registration. This fall, the ACLU also joined a coalition backing a 
ballot initiative to restore voting rights to incarcerated people with 
felony convictions.

The ACLU is under no illusions: The Trump administration poses an 
existential threat to our democracy. Now more than ever, we must 
protect the right to vote so that we may secure liberty and justice for all.

Voting Rights



11

THEN

The campaign for LGBTQ equality 
has progressed significantly, and 
the ACLU has been there every 
step of the way. Since 1936, when 
the organization first took legal 
action on this issue, the ACLU has 
brought more LGBTQ cases and 
advocacy initiatives than any other 
national group.

In 2004, the ACLU supported 
marriage equality in Massachusetts, 
the first state to take this historic 
leap. In 2007, the ACLU of 
Massachusetts helped block a 
proposed constitutional amendment 
that would have rolled back equal 
marriage. Then, in 2013, the ACLU 
represented Jim Obergefell in the 
Supreme Court case that instituted 
marriage equality nationwide.

Just last year—in 2018—
Massachusetts saw the first 
statewide popular vote on 
transgender rights, reaffirming 
the Commonwealth as a place 
that fiercely defends dignity and 
respect for everyone. The ACLU of 
Massachusetts was a leading voice 
in support of this vote.

The ACLU envisions an America free 
of discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity—an 
America where LGBTQ people can 
love, work, and live openly and with 
respect and fair treatment. 

NOW

Despite the Trump administration’s repeated efforts to undermine 
equality at the federal level, the ACLU led a remarkably successful 
campaign in 2019 to expand civil rights protections for LGBTQ people.

In August, the ACLU celebrated a pioneering victory for transgender 
rights when a federal court ruled in favor of Gavin Grimm, whose 
high school denied him access to the boys’ restrooms and an accurate 
transcript consistent with his gender identity.

The year’s efforts culminated in October, when the ACLU argued 
before the Supreme Court for LGBTQ workplace protections. In a 
landmark case for transgender rights, the ACLU argued on behalf of 
Aimee Stephens, a funeral director who was fired after coming out to 
her employer.

This case was momentous for many reasons: ACLU attorney Chase 
Strangio wrote beforehand that the hearing “may feature the first 
time the word ‘transgender’ is spoken during oral arguments in the 
highest court in the United States. And when the justices look out...
it may be the first time they have looked at transgender attorneys 
defending our own existence before their powerful bench.”

The ACLU continues to fight for the rights of everyone, no matter who 
they are or whom they love. Whatever regressive policies this or any 
other administration promotes, the ACLU will affirm that lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer people belong everywhere.

LGBTQ Rights

The ACLU envisions an America 
where LGBTQ people can love, work, 
and live openly and with respect and 
fair treatment.



Broadway | New York City
Chase Strangio, staff attorney at the ACLU, 
stands where plays would boast of their 
“banned in Boston” status – like “The Children’s 
Hour,” which was cited for its “lesbian content,” 
and which the ACLU defended.



Criminal Law Reform

John Joseph Moakley United States Courthouse | Boston
Geoffrey Pesce, ACLU of Massachusetts client, and his 
family stand outside the court where a federal judge ruled 
that Pesce was entitled to treatment for opioid use disorder 
during his incarceration.

The ACLU is working toward a 
criminal legal system that is 
fair, free of racism, respectful 
of civil rights.

The United States criminal justice system has never 
truly been just. Throughout our nation’s history, 
criminal laws have served, above all else, as vehicles for 
state-sanctioned cruelty. For 100 years, the ACLU has 
stood against this cruelty, advocating powerfully in 
cases like that of the Scottsboro Boys in the 1930s.

The ACLU played a key role in two monumental 
Supreme Court cases about due process. In 1963, the 
ACLU argued before the Court in Gideon v. Wainright, 
establishing the right to an attorney for indigent 
clients. In Miranda v. Arizona, the ACLU successfully 
argued that police must inform people of their rights 
upon arrest.

The ACLU was founded to secure liberty and justice for 
all, and—building on a century of successful advocacy—
will continue to fi ght for a more humane, more 
equitable criminal legal system.

THEN



Today, the ACLU is the leading national organization 
fi ghting for criminal legal reform throughout the 
country and at every stage of the system, from a 
person’s fi rst contact with law enforcement and their 
time in confi nement, to the day when they return home.

In 2019, the ACLU completed its 50-state blueprint to 
reduce prison populations nationwide, and the organization 
continues to shed a spotlight on the role of prosecutors—
the most powerful players in the criminal legal system and 
the most signifi cant drivers of mass incarceration.

Building on the highly 
successful 2018 campaign, 
“What a Diff erence a DA 
Makes,” the ACLU of 
Massachusetts published a 
groundbreaking study to foster 
prosecutorial accountability 
in Massachusetts. “Facts Over 
Fear” concludes that people of 
color are disproportionately 
levied with charges that are 
later dropped.

The ACLU is also working to ensure that prisons in 
Massachusetts are consistent with basic standards 
of health, safety, and human dignity. In June 2019, 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons agreed, after an 
ACLU of Massachusetts lawsuit, to provide our client 
with medication for opioid use disorder during her 
incarceration. 

Like the ACLU’s victory for Geoff rey Pesce in 2018, 
this ruling affi  rms that people suff ering from substance 
use disorder deserve just treatment. The ACLU is 
also pursuing several public records requests to 
ensure that all incarcerated people have access to 
lifesaving medication for addiction treatment—in the 
Commonwealth and beyond.

At a time of robust debate about criminal law reform 
and mass incarceration, the ACLU is working toward 
a criminal legal system that is fair, free of racism, 
respectful of civil rights, and committed to holding 
prosecutors and law enforcement to account.

NOW



For 100 years, the ACLU of Massachusetts’ defense of freedom has been powered by individuals, and today the 
ACLU of Massachusetts is stronger than ever before. 

The ACLU has not, and does not, accept government funding in any form. Instead, individual contributions make 
the ACLU’s work possible.

Today, the ACLU of Massachusetts is proud to have 
over 80,000 members, 15,000 monthly donors, and 
over 1,000 individuals generously supporting the 
ACLU with $1,000 or more. 

At this unprecedented time in history, we want to 
acknowledge individuals who are making leadership 
investments in ACLU’s work—to defend and define 
freedom now and for 100 years to come.

100 Years in Support of Freedom
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For comprehensive audited financials, visit aclum.org/2019.

REVENUE

Individual Contributions

Memberships

Grants

Bequests

Interest/Other Income

Legal Fees

$13,674,175

$3,042,148

$691,500

$453,024

$381,012

$40,000

EXPENSES

Program

Fundraising

Management/Admin

$4,476,332

$916,992

$860,293

The ACLU’s work is possible because of the 83,000 people in Massachusetts who supported us this last year: new 
members, monthly sustainers, and leadership donors. Your continued support will help us fight for lasting change.

Financial Summary

ACLU OF MASSACHUSETTS & FOUNDATION 
COMBINED FY 2019 REVENUE & EXPENSES
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To donate, visit aclum.org/donate
Facebook: @aclumass | Instagram: @aclu_mass | Twitter: @ACLU_Mass
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